
 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

PRELUDE Prelude, Suite No. 3 in C Major—Johann Sebastian Bach Joshua Baw, viola 
 

LIGHTING THE CHRIST CANDLE 
 

WELCOME  Doug Gerdts 
 

OPENING SENTENCES   Peter Leibensperger 

One: Come, all you who carry heavy burdens, 

All: and Christ will give rest.  

One: For he is gentle and humble in heart:  

All: in him we find rest for our souls. 
 

MUSIC Meditations on HYMN TO JOY “Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee” (page 6 below) 
 

CALL TO CONFESSION 

One: God upholds all who are falling and raises up all who are bowed down. Therefore let us confess 

our sin with every confidence that we will be lifted up. 
 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

All: Holy One, we confess to you and to each other that we are tired and weighed down by the 

mistakes we have made, even in our closest relationships with our friends, our spouses, and 

our partners. We give this burden to you, mindful of Jesus’ promise that he will give us rest. 

We trust in you. 
 

SILENT REFLECTION 
 

DECLARATION OF FORGIVENESS 

One: Friends, hear the good news of our faith: God is gracious and merciful, slow to anger and 

abounding in steadfast love, showing compassion to all.   

All: In Jesus Christ we are forgiven and set free to begin life anew. Amen! 
 

SHARING THE PEACE OF CHRIST 

One: The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 

All: And also with you. 

One: Let us greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace. 
 

LIFE OF THE CONGREGATION 
 

We Listen to the Word 
 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 

One: Comforting God, by your Holy Spirit lift the burdens from our souls through the reading of your 

Word for us, that we may learn to live in a loving relationship with you. Amen. 

Fifth Sunday After Pentecost 
July 5, 2020 at 10:00 

We Gather to Worship 

God 

First Presbyterian Church 
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SCRIPTURE Matthew 11:16–19, 25–30 

But to what will I compare this generation? It is like children sitting in the marketplaces and 

calling to one another, 

‘We played the flute for you, and you did not dance; 

we wailed, and you did not mourn.’ 
 

For John came neither eating nor drinking, and they say, ‘He has a demon’; the Son of Man 

came eating and drinking, and they say, ‘Look, a glutton and a drunkard, a friend of tax 

collectors and sinners!’ Yet wisdom is vindicated by her deeds.” 
 

At that time Jesus said, “I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because you have hidden 

these things from the wise and the intelligent and have revealed them to infants; yes, Father, for 

such was your gracious will. All things have been handed over to me by my Father; and no one 

knows the Son except the Father, and no one knows the Father except the Son and anyone to 

whom the Son chooses to reveal him. 
 

“Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will give you rest. 

Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me; for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will 

find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.” 
 

CHILDREN’S GREETING 
 

ANTHEM  Gigue, Suite No. 3 in C Major—Johann Sebastian Bach Joshua Baw, viola 
 

SERMON  “Living Faith on the Margins” Dr. Gerdts 
 

We Respond in Faith 
 

MUSIC Meditations on NATIONAL HYMN, “God of the Ages, Whose Almighty Hand” (page 7 below) 
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND LORD’S PRAYER 
 

BENEDICTION 
 

POSTLUDE   Toccata in Seven—John Rutter Mark Cole, organ 
 

  ———   ♦♦♦   ——— 
 

 

WELCOME TO FIRST PRESBYTERIAN HADDONFIELD ONLINE! God is present wherever people 

gather—even virtually. Please be in touch if you have news to share or would like more information or to talk 

to a pastor. Contact information below. 
 

MUSIC NOTES FOR JULY 5: 

Prelude and Anthem 

Both our Prelude and Anthem this week come from Johann Sebastian Bach’s (1685–1750) Suite No. 3 in C 

Major, likely written for a string instrument such as a viola da gamba, a precursor to the modern cello. 

Musicologists aren’t sure when Bach composed his six cello suites, but they agree that they were written 

prior to 1720. These scores include very few dynamic and articulation markings, leaving it to the performer 

to interpret the music. With this in mind, we welcome Joshua Baw from The Curtis Institute of Music as he 

brings his interpretation of these classic works to our worship this morning.  

“God of the Ages, Whose Almighty Hand” 

In 1876, Daniel C. Roberts (1841–1907) wrote a patriotic hymn for July 4 centennial celebrations in 

Brandon, Vermont, where he was rector at St. Thomas Episcopal Church. Originally entitled “God of Our 
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Fathers,” this text was later chosen as the theme hymn for the centennial celebration of the adoption of the 

United States Constitution. Listen for the trumpet fanfare between each verse, which Mark plays on the 

organ. They make this hymn unique. 

“Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee” 

The origins of this acclaimed hymn extend to 1785 when playwright/historian Friedrich Schiller wrote An 

die Freude (Ode to Joy)—a poem that names joy as evidence of God’s presence and love.  In 1824, 

Schiller’s text was immortalized when Ludwig van Beethoven (1770–1827) set it to his now renowned 

hymn tune and used it in his final symphony, creating the first work to incorporate voices in a symphonic 

form. Henry van Dyke (1852 – 1933) authored “The Hymn of Joy” in 1907—the text that appears in our 

hymnal—to replace Schiller’s more secularized poetry. Van Dyke’s hymn takes the existence of God as 

given, depicting joy as creation’s natural response to the glorious works and character of God.  

Postlude 

John Rutter, (born 1945, London, England) is best known for his choral music. Christmas carols, choir 

anthems, and extended compositions of sacred music make up the bulk of Rutter’s oeuvre. Rutter is the 

director of the Cambridge Singers. A vast number of recordings have been produced by this choral group. 

Toccata in Seven was composed by Rutter in 1974. This piece is a rare find in the works of Rutter for solo 

organ. The word toccata from Italian…translates to “touch” in English. In musical terms, toccata refers to a 

composition that is usually virtuosic in passage work and shows off the chops of the performer. The “in 

seven” refers to the irregular meter of 7/8, in groupings of 2-2-3, and 3-2-2. The middle section is a more 

subdued texture with a relaxed legato character. The last part of the composition returns to the exuberant 

beginning theme and ends with a sparkling coda.  
 

RESOURCES FOR CHILDREN’S SUNDAY PARTICIPATION – Each week Youth Director  

Gab Heimerling emails out a story and activities for friends in preschool through 2nd grade. Contact her at 

gheimerling@haddonfieldpres.org to get on the email list. Resources can also be accessed on the website. 
 

DRIVE-THROUGH OFFERING continues in the church parking lot each week between 11 and noon on 

Sunday mornings. Drop off food or a financial gift and get a friendly wave from a safely distanced and 

masked elder or deacon. (For online giving, use https://onrealm.org/FirstPresbyteri11244/Give.) 
 

THANK YOU FOR KEEPING UP YOUR DRIVE-THROUGH DONATIONS! You are helping to sustain 

many of our neighbors. Continuing needs are peanut butter, tuna, pasta, sauce, adult diapers – medium or large, 

feminine hygiene pads, bar soap, and toothpaste. Pet supplies are back on the list: dog food, cat food, and cat 

litter. And don’t forget grocery bags, especially paper. Thank you for your love and caring!  
 

SPECIAL REQUEST FOR BOTTLED WATER – Cathedral Kitchen has asked for donations of bottled 

water, any size and any quantity from a 6-pack to a case. Bring to church drive-through or drop off on  

Ed Hess’s porch: 15 W. Mt. Vernon Ave., Haddonfield. 
 

THE FIRST SUNDAY OF THE MONTH MEANS THE DEACONS OFFERING! The Deacons thank 

you all for your support and continue to ask for your help during this time. Your contributions are greatly 

beneficial to the Deacon’s as the funds go towards families in need, Deacon scholarships, and the faith-

based organizations within our church community including: AIDS ministry, Caring Hearts, Interfaith Care 

Givers, UrbanPromise, Feed My Starving Children, IHOC, Women’s Prison Ministry, St. Wilfrid’s, 

Guatemala Milk Project, and Mission Trips. Your contributions help us meet the needs of these deserving 

organizations, and that is why we ask for your assistance. Thank you and we greatly appreciate all of your 

help. Stay safe and healthy! 
 

PASTOR NIKKI’S ZOOM BIBLE STUDY IS ON HIATUS – Pastor Nikki’s Thursday Bible study will 

take a break on July 9th. This opportunity for fellowship and discussion will be back online July 16th. 
 

https://onrealm.org/FirstPresbyteri11244/Give
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NEW INFORMAL BIBLE STUDY! Every Tuesday morning at 8:00 a.m. join Doug for a conversation 

about the scripture that will be the text for the following Sunday’s sermon. The format is simple: Doug will 

present for about 20 minutes and then open things up to questions, reflections, responses, and general 

wonderings about the text. For this Tuesday, July 7th, the focus is on Genesis 25:19-34. Here's the Zoom link 

— and hope to see you there!  
 

THE PANDEMIC FAMILY GROUP MEETS THIS WEEK! This is a small group geared towards 

parents and young couples to share stories and struggles with scripture in hand. Meetings are in 3-week 

blocks with a break in between. The next meeting is Wednesday, July 8th at 8:00 on Zoom. July 15 is a 

week off. Contact Gab Heimerling for the link: gheimerling@haddonfieldpres.org. You are welcome to 

jump in anytime you like – if you just need to talk, to be around other people, to pray or to hear how others 

are coping – you are invited. 
 

THE PORCH BIBLE STUDY will meet on Zoom at 7 p.m., both July 8 and July 22. We will take August 

off and resume on Wednesday, September 16th. We will continue working through Pastor Max Lucado's 

study: Jesus: The God Who Knows Your Name. If anyone would like Kristin Carberry to add them to our 

Zoom email list, they should contact me at debranussbaum1987@gmail.com. 
 

PLEASE REMEMBER THAT THE CHURCH BUILDING IS CLOSED – No one should enter the 

building. If a staff member has given you permission to be there, you must wear a mask and gloves. 
 

THE FPCH BLOG HAS A GUEST BLOGGER THIS WEEK – Elder Rebecca Bryan explains the 

neurology of uncertainty and shares her own spiritual response. Thanks for jumping into the blog this 

week, Becky! Go to http://www.haddonfieldpres.org/blog.aspx  
 

SUNDAY SERVICES ARE NOW STREAMING VIA FACEBOOK LIVE AND THE WEBSITE! 

Follow the church on Instagram and Facebook – See activities, photos, inspirational messages, and links to 

interesting articles. Instagram: fpch_1906 and Facebook: @FirstPresbyNJ 
 

SCRIPTURE FOR SUNDAY, JULY 12, AND DOUG’S TUESDAY BIBLE STUDY:  

Genesis 25:19-34 

These are the descendants of Isaac, Abraham’s son: Abraham was the father of Isaac, and Isaac was forty 

years old when he married Rebekah, daughter of Bethuel the Aramean of Paddan-aram, sister of Laban the 

Aramean. Isaac prayed to the Lord for his wife, because she was barren; and the Lord granted his prayer, and 

his wife Rebekah conceived. The children struggled together within her; and she said, “If it is to be this way, 

why do I live?” So she went to inquire of the Lord. And the Lord said to her, “Two nations are in your womb, 

and two peoples born of you shall be divided; the one shall be stronger than the other, the elder shall serve the 

younger.” When her time to give birth was at hand, there were twins in her womb. The first came out red, all 

his body like a hairy mantle; so they named him Esau. Afterward his brother came out, with his hand gripping 

Esau’s heel; so he was named Jacob. Isaac was sixty years old when she bore them. When the boys grew up, 

Esau was a skillful hunter, a man of the field, while Jacob was a quiet man, living in tents. Isaac loved Esau, 

because he was fond of game; but Rebekah loved Jacob. 
 

Once when Jacob was cooking a stew, Esau came in from the field, and he was famished. Esau said to Jacob, 

“Let me eat some of that red stuff, for I am famished!” (Therefore he was called Edom.) Jacob said, “First sell 

me your birthright.” Esau said, “I am about to die; of what use is a birthright to me?” Jacob said, “Swear to me 

first.” So he swore to him, and sold his birthright to Jacob. Then Jacob gave Esau bread and lentil stew, and he 

ate and drank, and rose and went his way. Thus Esau despised his birthright. 

 

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83751699836?pwd=c2RJeEVobEM2YnhkVGhiL2RqRXZsZz09
file:///C:/Users/avial/Dropbox/Anne/Bulletins/gheimerling@haddonfieldpres.org
mailto:debranussbaum1987@gmail.com
http://www.haddonfieldpres.org/blog.aspx
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GEORGIA WILLISON SENT THE FOLLOWING ABOUT STUDENTS FOR SOCIAL CHANGE: 

Students for Change is a group of students who want to see change in our community. We connect students 

throughout Camden County and team up to support each other at protests in our hometowns. We organized the 

protest in Haddonfield on June 24th. It was a peaceful protest by students for students. We walked from the 

Patco to Haddonfield Memorial High School. Students carried signs and handed out water to fellow protesters 

along the route. Once we reached the High School various students spoke from various schools in the area. 

Some shed light on their experiences growing up as a black person, some shared poems, some talked about 

their privilege growing up as a white person. After each person spoke, we took a knee and moment of silence 

for eight minutes and 46 seconds, the amount of time the police officer kept his knee on George Floyd’s neck. 

Overall it was a very peaceful protest that brought the community together and allowed people to use their 

voices. 

 

   
 

 

 

 

Church Staff 
 

The Rev. Dr. Douglas D. Gerdts, Transitional Senior Pastor and Head of Staff – doug@haddonfieldpres.org 

The Rev. Nikki Passante, Associate Pastor – npassante@haddonfieldpres.org 

Peter Leibensperger, Minister of Music – pleibensperger@haddonfieldpres.org 

Nancy Ruth Wainwright, Director of Children’s Choirs – nancyruthw@comcast.net 

Mark Cole, Organist – mcole@haddonfieldpres.org 

Gabrielle Heimerling, Director of Youth and Family Ministries – gheimerling@haddonfieldpres.org 

Marisa McGovern, Preschool Director – preschool@haddonfieldpres.org 

Ed Hess, Community Caseworker – edwh517@aol.com 

Kris Bean, Financial Secretary – kbean@haddonfieldpres.org 

Anne Vial, Office Administrator – avial@haddonfieldpres.org 

Rebecca Mannion, Receptionist – rmannion@haddonfieldpres.org  

Mike Richardson, Custodian 

Mark Hall, Security

20 Kings Highway E, Haddonfield, NJ 08033  ♦  www.haddonfieldpres.org  ♦  (856) 429-1960 

http://www.haddonfieldpres.org/


6 

 



7 

 

 


